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SECRET TEHRAN 8692 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJ: ISLAMIC CONFERENCE 

PRIME MINIST*R HOVEYDA ON DECEMBER 10 MADE NO EFFORT TO 
DISGUISE HIS DISTASTE FOR THE HOLDING OF AN ISLAMIC 
CONFERENCE IN PAKISTAN DURING IANUAR*. HE FEELS 
STRONGLY THAT THE WHOLE IDEA IS A SILLY ONE AND THAT 
PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO IS ORGANIZING IT FOR HIS OWN SELF- 
AGGRANDIZEMENT. HOVEYDA CANNOT SEE ANY GOOD COMING 
OUT OF SUCH A CONFERENCE AND IS AT A LOSS TO UNDERSTAND 
WHAT OF COMMON INTEREST ISLAMIC COUNTRIES FROM THE PACIFIC 
TO THE ATLANTIC CAN FIND TO TALK ABOUT. IN FACT, HOVEYDA 
FEARS THAT SOME COUNTERPRODUCTIVE RESOLUTION MIGHT GET 
ADOPTED WHICH WOULD IN NO SENSE ADVANCE THE ISLAMIC CAUSE. 
HE SAYS THAT SERIOUS EFFORT IS BEING MADE TO HAVE THE 
SHAH ATTEND. HE IS STRONGLY COUNSELING THE SHAH AGAINST 
THIS AND IS QUIETLY HOPING THAT THE SHAH’S HOLIDAY IN 
SWITZERLAND DURING IANUARY WILL KEEP HIM FROM WANTING TO 
ATTEND. 
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